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Rationale   

At Simonside Primary School we strive to cultivate a real enjoyment of music for its own sake and the related mental wellbeing 

benefits that music can have.  Music is important because it can provide fulfilment throughout life. It is a powerful, unique form 

of communication that can change the way pupils feel, think and act. It transcends different cultures, abilities and generations. 

We also aim to deliver high quality music teaching, supporting and encouraging all children to achieve their full potential. We 

believe that having a good knowledge and understanding of music can enable children to use music as another language; a way 

of expressing themselves and understanding others.    

Aims   

• Children will have a rapidly widening repertoire which they use to create original, imaginative, fluent and distinctive 

composing and performance work.  

• Children’s musical understanding is underpinned by high levels of aural perception, internalisation and knowledge of music, 

including high or rapidly developing levels of technical expertise.  

• Children will have good awareness and appreciation of different musical traditions and genres. 

• Children will have an excellent understanding of how musical provenance - the historical, social and cultural origins of music - 

contributes to the diversity of musical styles. 

• Children will have the ability to give precise written and verbal explanations, using musical terminology effectively, accurately 

and appropriately. 

• Children will show a passion for and commitment to a diverse range of musical activities. 

Implementation of the Policy   

At Simonside Primary School music is taught throughout the school, establishing cross curricular links where possible.  The 

predominant mode of working is as a whole class, although opportunities will be available for input to small groups and 

individuals. There is direct teaching and also occasions to explore and experiment with sounds and instruments. Teachers also 

offer guidance and support whilst encouraging creativity.  As well as music lessons in class, children are given the opportunity to 

listen to a range of music at the beginning and end of our assemblies and hymns are sung during some of our assemblies. There 

are regular whole school assemblies which include song learning and music appreciation.  Music is also played in class during 

independent work for some lessons when appropriate e.g. creative writing.   

Foundation Stage   

In Early Years, Music is valued as an important aspect of developing a child’s activity. In addition, it also helps to develop other 

important features of their holistic attitude to learning. The children should have the opportunity to explore the sounds of 

instruments and should have the opportunity to make instruments from everyday materials. Singing is the most natural way of 

making music and the young child’s musical ability will develop when they have regular opportunities to learn a repertoire of 

rhymes and songs and listen to a range of music. Children are encouraged to listen to a variety of music in order to improve their 

listening skills and through moving music in order to improve their listening skills and through moving to music where 

appropriate, their co-ordination will improve.   

 

At Simonside Primary School KS1 children will have the following breadth of study: 

• Use their voices expressively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. 

• Play tuned and untuned instruments musically. 

• Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music. 



• Make and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

 

At Simonside Primary School KS2 children will have the following breadth of study: 

• Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using voice and playing instruments with increasing accuracy, control and 

expression. 

• Improvise and compose music using the inter-related dimensions of music separately and in combination. 

• Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory.  

• Use and understand the basics of the stave and other musical notations. 

• Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music from different traditions and from great 

musicians and composers. 

• Develop an understanding of the history of music. 

 

In both Key Stage 1 and 2 children develop music skills through four key concepts.  These key concepts form the basis of all 

teaching.  They are taught repeatedly through a range of topics giving both breadth and depth to learning: 

 Perform 

This concept involves understanding that music is created to be performed. 

 Compose 

This concept involves appreciating that music is created through a process which has a number of techniques. 

 Transcribe 

This concept involves understanding that compositions need to be understood by others and that there are techniques and a 

language for communicating them. 

 Describe music 

This concept involves appreciating the features and effectiveness of musical elements. 

All teachers plan sequences of learning in Music so that they build on prior learning (using the Charanga Scheme of Music).  

Children of all abilities have the opportunities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit and through planned 

progression we offer them increasing challenge as they move up through school.  In addition to class music lessons, a 

music/singing practice is held weekly.  In this session Key stage 1 and 2 children are taught basic skills, vocabulary, singing 

technique and performance skills. 

Assessment 

At Simonside Primary School we assess the children’s work in Music by making informal judgements as we observe the children 

during lessons.   

Evidence of pupil achievement is located on each class’s dojo page. Staff will store digital evidence including photos and videos 

on the network.   

Gathering qualitative evidence by speaking to pupils, scrutinising pupil’s work and observing lessons gives the subject leader a 

clear overview of standards across school.    

Personal Development   

The Music curriculum at Simonside Primary School delivers spiritual, social, moral and cultural development by giving the 

children a sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about the world around them through participating actively in musical 

activities. We promote tolerance through looking at different people’s ideas, creative responses and understanding of different 

cultures and styles within music. Children discuss and work in the style of, and using the techniques of, a wide variety of 

musicians.   

Differentiation   



At Simonside Primary School we aim to encourage all children to reach their full potential through the provision of varied 

opportunities. We recognise that our curriculum planning must allow children to gain a progressively deeper understanding and 

competency as they move through our school.  We use Chris Quigley ‘Basic, Advancing, Deep’ grids in order to tie in planning 

and assessment together.  These grids track children over a Milestone of learning (2 years) and the style of teaching is tailored to 

the stage that children are at within the milestone.   

 More Able Learners   

More able learners will be identified as part of our assessment procedures. We will provide for their needs through a framework 

of high quality first teaching which focuses on ensuring the children are challenged appropriately. In addition, we will focus on 

developing their learning behaviours, including, greater reflection, problem solving and enquiry, making connections, higher 

order thinking skills and independent learning. The progress of more able learners will be rigorously tracked to ensure more able 

children reach their full potential.  

 SEND/Inclusion   

Children who are identified as being on the SEND register will be given support as identified on their Individual Provision Map. 

Children are supported in the first instance through quality first teaching. Lessons will be differentiated in line with the individual 

needs of the children. All provision for pupils with SEND is in line with the school’s SEND policy.     

Equal Opportunities   

At Simonside Primary School the curriculum for Music will develop enjoyment of and commitment to stimulating the best 

possible progress and the highest attainment for all our pupils irrespective of social background, culture, race, gender, 

differences in ability and disabilities. All of our pupils have a secured entitlement to participate in the Music Curriculum and our 

teaching approaches ensure the avoidance of stereotyping when planning work or organising groups. All the teaching staff agree 

that when using reference materials, they should reflect social and cultural diversity and provide positive images of race, gender 

and disability.   

Resources   

At Simonside Primary School there is a range of resources to support the teaching of music across the school. Specialist 

resources and equipment are stored in one classroom and should be returned after use. Simonside Primary School has access to 

Charanga and Sing-up online resources. These are accessed with a log-in and password available from the Music Co-ordinator.    

Monitoring and Evaluation 

To monitor and evaluate Music the Music subject co-ordinator does the following:   

• Purchases and organises the appropriate resources.  

• Supports colleagues in the teaching of music.  

• Keeps up-to-date on the use of music in the curriculum and regularly attend training for subject leaders held by the LA and 

feedback new information and ideas to staff.  

• Regularly reviews and updates the music Policy and contribute to the school’s self-evaluation programme.  

• Analyses cross school summative assessment data.   

• Purchases, uses and evaluates the impact of the school’s music SLA   

 


